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Litigation against specific lines 

 
 
 
 
  



Proposed $2 billion PATH line 











Supporting transmission that 
can benefit renewable generation 

 
 
 
 
  



Is new Transmission needed for wind? 



Is new transmission needed for 
Solar? 





But There is Already A Strong 
Backbone Transmission System 



What type of transmission build-out 
will the future require? 

 



The Eastern Interconnection 



Eastern Interconnection Planning 
Collaborative 

• Mission: to develop transmission expansion 
plans to encourage the development of 
“clean electricity.”  
 

• More than 27 Environmental groups are 
participating. 
 

• We are working with economic modeling 
and transmission planning experts. 

 
 



Eastern Interconnection Planning 
Collaborative 

• Why is the EIPC, and regional transmission 
planning, important for environmental groups?  

– there will not be significant coal plant 
retirements, or wind/solar additions, without 
transmission changes. 

– Coal plants that want to retire sometimes must 
wait until transmission is added to ensure 
reliability. 

– “Lessons learned” from the EIPC process can 
help shape public policy, and transmission 
planning, throughout the country. 

 
 



EIPC – Lessons Learned 



EIPC - Lessons Learned 
• There will not be enough CO2 reductions 

without a CO2 cap or price. 
• CO2 reduction can be cost-effective if CO2 

price is recycled (i.e., used for energy 
efficiency or other emission reductions). 

• Energy Efficiency and Demand Response are 
the most cost effective ways to reduce 
emissions, and are undervalued in 
transmission planning. 

• National vs. Regional Implementation of 
policies makes a big difference in the amount 
of new transmission needed. 
 



EIPC - Lessons Learned 

• There are significant differences in the 
planning assumptions (and definitions) 
among the various transmission 
planners. 
– we should push for adoption of the best 

practices. 

• More modeling is needed to determine 
what new transmission may be required 
for various clean energy futures. 
 





Summary 
• Transmission Planning is very important for 

environmental groups – there will not be 
significant coal plant retirements, or wind/solar 
additions, without it. 

• Evaluating proposed new transmission lines 
requires experts – transmission planning engineers, 
and sometimes economic modeling experts. 

• We should oppose some transmission projects, but 
also support the needed infrastructure to move to a 
clean energy future. 

 



wburns@burnslegal.net 



ISO NE Lessons Learned 
• Energy Efficiency and Demand Response 

must clear the ISO NE “capacity auction”, or 
it will not be accounted for in planning. 

• “Active” Demand Response that clears the 
capacity auction is modeled. But they 
subtract it out after 3 years, and ignore any 
DR that is not “active”. 

• Does not model state or federal Energy 
Efficiency or Demand Response 
requirements, or estimated EE or DR. 
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