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Current Investment Doesn’t Measure Up 



Barriers to Adequate Transmission 
Infrastructure Persist 

• Lack of established regional and inter-regional 
transmission planning processes 

• Unresolved cost allocation and recovery for 
multi-state and inter-regional projects 

• Largely uncoordinated and uncertain state-by-
state permitting 

• Uncoordinated state public policy requirement 
• Nationally, climate is bad for independent 

transmission and RPSs 
• What is our national policy toward transmission 

infrastructure?  
 



Benefits of More Transmission 
Investment   

• NREL: 20% wind by 2030 or roughly 300 GW – 2/3 of which 
require new  transmission; reduced integration costs from 
larger balancing areas 

• Implementation of 30+ state renewable portfolio standards 
• Reduced transmission congestion and generation costs 
• Increased system reliability; operational benefits; “insurance” 

benefits 
• Reduced system-wide production costs 
• Increased electricity market competition and liquidity 
• Reduced emissions and fossil fuel consumption 
• Tax benefits to states and local jurisdictions 

– JOBS and ECONOMIC STIMULUS –  
– 150,000 -200,000 full-time jobs each year as construction 

proceeds 
– $30-$40 billion in annual economic activity (direct, indirect, and 

induced impacts of manufacturing and construction) 



Principal Drivers Of Transmission 
Development  



Transmission Policy is Not for Sissies 

(Source: NREL) 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CAN BE THE 
ENGINE OF STATE ECONOMIC GROWTH! 
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