STATE POLICIESTO S &

ADVANCE TRANSMISSION

Transmission lines are crucial for moving Despite these issues, recent efforts to improve
electricity from power plants to where it's used. transmission have been largely inefficient, with
They ensure that electricity—an essential service development in some areas being sporadic or
—remains affordable, reliable, and resilient. non-existent.

The U.S. transmission system needs expansion A new report from Americans for
and modernization. The current network is a Clean Energy Grid (ACEQG)

aging, needs more capacity to keep up with

growing energy demands and connect new explores the role that state
power sources, and must be strengthened to policies can play in advancing
import power from neighboring regions during cost-effective transmission

severe weather events. . . .
modernization and expansion.

State policymakers play a critical role in advancing high-capacity transmission by:

® Passing supportive policies

® Collaborating with other states, transmission owners and developers, energy customers,
regional planners, and the federal government

®  Actively participating in regional and interregional planning

® Increasing awareness around the importance and benefits of transmission

® Ensuring regulatory processes implement policies that support transmission

The most impactful policies and legislative discussions seek to:

® Support the principles of reliability, resilience, and affordability

® Encourage collaboration within the state, and with other jurisdictions, regional planners, and
interested parties

® Promote comprehensive and coordinated regional and interregional planning to find the most-
cost-effective solutions for customers

® Acknowledge all the benefits of transmission and fairly distribute costs among those who benefit

® Streamline the process for siting transmission lines, including early and meaningful engagement
with communities and landowners

Energy reliability and affordability depends on a strong grid that crosses

state lines to move energy across a vast network of generation and READ THE FULL REPORT

transmission infrastructure. A broader grid that's planned for multiple HERE
needs is more cost-effective than poorly-planned and redundant lines. ilil'_:Il
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Well-planned transmission between neighboring states could reduce the '.._‘L;:EEI_- L
average household’s electricity bill by $300 each year (Clack, et al., 2020). Eﬁ' .
Electricity demand is expected to more than double over the next five See the appendix for statutory

years. More interregional transmission can help ensure customers'’ lights /a”guag]f that CG’;lbe used in
. ‘ uture polic
stay on, even with increased demand. oo
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State Policies To Advance Transmission

STATE POLICIES IDENTIFIED BY EXPERTS AS
KEY TO EXPANDING TRANSMISSION CAPACITY

CATEGORY m POLICY TYPES

PLANNING

SITING AND
PERMITTING

COSTS AND
FINANCING

STRENGTHENING
STATE AGENCIES'
ENGAGEMENT IN
PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

TRANSMISSION
MODERNIZATION

SUPPORTING
ROBUST
PLANNING AND
COST-EFFECTIVE
DEVELOPMENT
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