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ADVANCE TRANSMISSION:
EFFECTIVENESS OF STATE AGENCIES

The U.S. transmission system needs expansion and modernization because the aging network is
struggling to meet growing energy demands, to connect new power sources, and to access
power during severe weather. Americans for a Clean Energy Grid's (ACEG) report explores state

policies to advance cost-effective transmission. For the most cost effective grid, state policies
should encourage BOTH the development of new lines (expansion) AND implementation of
technologies that maximize the existing grid’s potential (modernization).

The most impactful policies and legislative discussions seek to:

® Support the principles of reliability, resilience, and affordability;
® Encourage collaboration within the state, and with neighboring states, other
jurisdictions, regional planners, and interested parties;
Promote comprehensive and coordinated regional and interregional planning
to find the most-cost-effective solutions for customers;
Acknowledge all the benefits of transmission and fairly distribute costs among
those who benefit;
Streamline the processes for siting transmission lines and include early and
meaningful engagement with communities and landowners; and m
® Provide state agencies with robust resources to execute their roles and

responsibilities efficiently. | I I I I I I I |

In most states, the entities assigned to engage with transmission
planning and development (e.g., utility commissions, energy offices,
siting boards) are often stretched thin, balancing a broad range of

regulatory responsibilities. These competing considerations make it
challenging to participate effectively in regional planning processes
and can delay permitting decisions.

READ THE FULL REPORT
HERE

State policies could help manage transmission costs by:
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Part 2: Impactful state policies
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financial burden on customers.
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What can states do?

State policies should focus on enhancing state agency staffing and technical
resources and should coordinate transmission-related education with interested
parties. States can do this in one of two ways, which are not mutually exclusive:

Consolidate
transmission support
and decision-making in
a single authority
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¢ Some states have

consolidated —

authority within an
existing agency.

¢ Others have created
new state

transmission —_—

authorities.

Resource existing state agencies that have a role in transmission planning
or development: This includes providing sufficient budget to hire staff and
expert consultants. It also includes coordinating education and engagement
on transmission issues.

Nevada’s Regional Transmission Coordination Task Force is charged with
advising the governor and legislature on, among other things, policies to site
transmission facilities needed to achieve Nevada's clean energy and economic
development goals.
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