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STATE POLICIES TO ADVANCE
TRANSMISSION: PERMITTING

The U.S. transmission system needs expansion and modernization because the aging network is
struggling to meet growing energy demands, to connect new power sources, and to access
power during severe weather. Americans for a Clean Energy Grid's (ACEG) report explores state

policies to advance cost-effective transmission. For the most cost effective grid, state policies
should encourage BOTH the development of new lines (expansion) AND implementation of
technologies that maximize the existing grid’'s potential (modernization).

The most impactful policies and legislative discussions seek to:

® Support the principles of reliability, resilience, and affordability;

® Encourage collaboration within the state, and with neighboring states, other
jurisdictions, regional planners, and interested parties;

® Promote comprehensive and coordinated regional and interregional planning
to find the most-cost-effective solutions for customers;

® Acknowledge all the benefits of transmission and fairly distribute costs among

those who benefit;

Streamline the processes for siting transmission lines and include early and

meaningful engagement with communities and landowners; and m

Provide state agencies with robust resources to execute their roles and

responsibilities efficiently. | I I I I I I I |

It can take multiple years, and in some cases decades, for
transmission lines to be sited, permitted, and constructed.
Permitting can be particularly complex when multiple state
agencies are involved in making decisions or when a line crosses
multiple states, federal, or tribal lands.

READ THE FULL REPORT

State policies could help manage transmission costs by:
1.Engaging proactively in cost allocation discussions to develop
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methodologies that consider all transmission benefits; i

2.Providing public funding, or leveraging public or public-private Eﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂ"}
financing opportunities, to lower project costs and reduce the IEEI.I‘-h ':’g
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What can states do?

Implement policies that align
and coordinate state and
federal reviews.

Coordinate regional planning
and state permitting to
provide a presumption of
need for lines selected
through the regional
planning process.

Coordinate interstate
processes and support
streamlined reviews when
multiple state permits are
needed.

Streamline state processes
within the state and
expediting the local review
process by preempting local
authority or by offering
additional support to local
governments.

Nevada requires the Public Utilities
Commission “to accept and incorporate
the findings and conclusions” of federal
environmental reviews and prohibits
the Commission from conducting
duplicative environmental reviews.

California (2023) enacted legislation

requiring the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) to establish a
streamlined process that defers to the
California Independent System
Operator’s (CAISO) approval of

N transmission projects, provided certain
conditions are met.
Minnesota's 2024 energy
infrastructure reform exempts cross-
state transmission lines of 100 kV or
more from certificate of need

requirements if 10 miles or less of the
line is in Minnesota.

New York’s RAPID Act (2024)
consolidated the state’s transmission
siting authority into a one-stop shop in
the Office of Renewable Energy Siting
and Electric Transmission at the
Department of Public Service.

New Jersey (2022) authorized offshore
wind developers to build on local rights-
of-way, with the state Board of Public
Utilities empowered to grant access if
local approvals are denied.
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